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Fire fighters always save persons in changeable situations and
dangerous environment, because they have to go deep into a fire disaster
scene to rescue trapped persons. In order to find the point of origin of fire,
they may also need stay inside a dark room for a long time. So they usually
put themselves in danger. In the past case, there were two firefighters dead in
a house factory fire disaster on Boai road in Kaohsiung City and 6 firefighters
also dead in a fire disaster at SINWU bowling alley in Taoyuan City. It already
becomes an important lesson that how to recognize the location of the stuck
one and save him out in a very limit time if there was a firefighter got trapped
in the disaster site.
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To raise alive percent of firefighters in rescue , Taichung City Fire
Department (TCCFD) invited a very special instructor” Alex Chu”to teach the
trainees for improving their response and rapid rescue ability in emergency.
Alex lived in United States for many years, and he prepared many training
drills which is aimed at the way how to save the trapped firefighters from a site
immediately by referring to the past famous disaster cases. Such as: Pittsburg
Drill, Denver Drill, Nance Drill...etc. By embracing the authentic American
firefighter concept, not only we can adapt it to become our local firefighter
basic rescue and self-rescue skills, but also it can improve firefighters on
scene self-rescue skills. There are forty four well performance trainees joined
this drill, and they all come from 8 fire battalions and 1 special rescue battalion
of TCCFD. Some of they even are senior instructors. This training program
was held at Fengyuan training center of TCCFD from November 28th to
December 2nd.
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This time we not only recruited Alex Chu to be our general instructor,
but also picked four well performance firefighters of TCCFD with kinds of
professional certifications to be the assistant instructors. All the trainees are
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Rescue level up, Taichung City Fire Department
held the Rapid Intervention Team(RIT) training.
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required to be at least the license of FF1(Fire Fighter 1) or advanced ones, and
they may are the RIT members on scene of one battalion or others because
of good attitude. After training, they will be assigned as the instructors of
their own battalion to teach every firefighters and spread this training concept
to whole the fire department. Alex Chu had lived in United States and had
been employed as a firefighter there for six years. He has many licenses of
professional instructor in fire service which is approved by NFPA ( National
Fire Protection Association ) , and because of this he had worked as an
instructor of several kinds of fire drill for a long time. This drill is the first time
held and specially designed for RIT in Taiwan. Trainees and instructor learned
new concept and skills from each other and both got lots of experience. They
tried to find a suitable model for “ Taiwanese Fire Service” and hopped it can
be promoted to whole the country one day in the future.
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There are many courses in this drill which included: Introduction and
Concept of RIT, Introduction of RIT Tools, Fire Fighters Self-rescue and “
Mayday”, Firefighter Carrying, Disaster Scene Barriers Simulation, Famous
Cases Rescue Simulation, Final Test...,etc. The drill courses were arranged
from easy to hard step by step. The first day course included: introduction
of theory, tools and origin of name. The trainees did practice such as rapid
connection of mask, which could make trainees skillful in connection of
switching mask not only in ordinary days but also in emergency. By these
kinds of training, firefighters can make the outcome of rescuing people and
self-rescue. The second day course was that thinking about if a firefighter
unfortunately were stuck, how should he or she make help requesting and
self-rescue. For example, to connect a high pressure full-water fire hose
between a fire engine and a fire nozzle can be the fire pole for escape. To train
the students could pass the test in a difficult situation “blind eyes and hard
of hearing”, the instructor and Assistants set a wood horizontal “ tunnel” with
ropes crossed in a bad environment by playing the pre-recorded fire scene
simulation noise and stayed beside in order to give them a unknown surprise
subduing. It was for testing the trainees could use what they had learned in
class to make themselves safe or not when in shock.
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The third day course was
talking about the firefighter
carrying. There are many kinds
of firefighter carrying, such as
carrying by hand, pulling with
destroy tools, carrying by using
bandlet...,etc. On the fourth day, W=
the instructor started to teach the —
trainees rescue skill by simulating disaster scene and some famous RIT
rescue cases in the United States. One of the most seem training ways is
Pittsburg Drill. The RIT must pass three “test” which is passing through a
narrow space, climbing over a barrier and final crawling through a two meters
long narrow tunnel to find a trapped person(a fake one for training) and then
tried to save him back. Denver Dirill is based on an actual happening rescue
case. One trapped firefighter was waiting for rescue in a narrow space beside
the window, and the RIT must figure out the way to save him from danger in
a very limited time. Nance Drill is a simulation training of one firefighter falling
down a deep hole, and the RIT must find a way of tying the person with ropes
or fire hoses to pull him out of the hole. Even can put a full-water fire hose as a
“stick” under his SCBA(Self Contain Breathing Apparatus) harness to hold his
body and pull him out when in emergency. Coming the fifth day, the final day,
the instructor divided the class into eleven groups. Each time five groups were
going simulation. One was the IC(Incident Commander), another two were
the Search Team one and two, and the final two were the RIT one and two.
The instructor and assistants put a lot of effort into arranging the simulation in
the basement of building. They set all the items these days in the space with
lots of smoke and noise to avoid trainees from seeing or hearing anything,
because nobody can see or hear anything in the true fire scene. And all tools
the RIT may needs were put in the beginning place, the joining groups must
communicate with each other to make decision of what the job of each and
what tools were necessary. Once the simulation started the instructor and
assistants hid in the dark to see how they did their job, and even may find a
good opportunity to give them other tests for realizing if they could use the
skills they had learned flexibly to pass the test or not.
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There are seven hundred and sixty two firefighters, almost seventy
percent, already got the FF1(Fire Fighter one) license in Taichung City Fire
Department. About the CCIO(Command and Control of Incident Operation)
training, all the fire unit chief and above had participated and passed it and
seventy percent of fire unit squad leaders will join the training before the end
of this year. Since Director Huan-Chang Hsiao was assigned to be the director
of TCCFD, he always insisted promoting the system of American fire service
operation and education. For example, the Fire Fighter one (FF1) training,
the Incident Command System (ICS), and Command and Control of Incident
Operation (CCIO)...,etc. He hopes those could be translated to some kind of
local operation and training models, and be turned into the suitable system
of the TCCFD in the future. TCCFD will pay attention to planning and holding
the RIT training and continue move forward step by step. To expect we can
success the ICS major structure puzzle to face various kinds of disaster, and
not only integrate the skill and tactics but also provide the citizen safety.
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The orientation training of new staff firefighters of Taichung City Fire
Department in 2016. HE5lREA S RGE
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The annual firefighters knowledge training of Taichung City
Fire Department in the second half of 2016 I EGHEEEENGHRE
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Taichung City Fire Department held the 3rd mountain rescue recurrent training in 2016.
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The fire command spot vehicle is ready, for immediately
seeing and realizing the situation of the disaster scene.
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Taichung City Fire department held the 3rd time swift
water rescue and Inflatable Rescue Boat(IRB) training
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in 2016.
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Haw-Long kindergarten took a visit tour to
ﬂ ﬂ% Yo-Shi unit of Taichung City Fire Department
in Da-ja District.
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The WU-Feng fire unit of Taichu
Department managed the united tr mg in Asia
University Hospital. A C EDN=
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The fire prevention promotion
activities in Moon Festival and
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The 7th fire battalion of Taichung City Fire Department h

meeting and cases workshop
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The Xin-she fire unit of Taichung City Fire Department managed the fire prevention

promotion activity in the festival, Seas of Flowers in Xin-She.
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The children of “England Kindergarten ” came and visited our fire unit.
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The way forward to be a strong
fireman. AEBDXXE {054
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The INTAI high-tech company donated the Emergency Medical
Service equipment to Taichung City Fire Department.
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The 1st women volunteer unit makes
a music video(MV) about the reaction
and escape when |n a fire disaster.
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The Halloween fire service
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